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This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
integrity of the official records. 


NEWTON B. DRURY, 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1622371 Director. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


February 6, 19/3. 


WENORARDIM for the Directer. 


Following is the report of activities fer Tellowstons National Park for 
the month of January 19i;3+ 


Weather Conditions. The weather during the first half of the month was 
stormy considerable of the tine slthough there were uo sub-sere temperatures 
and, despite the heavy anew, conditions were quite favorable for the men engaged 
in the elk reduction pregras. Cowsver, during the latter part of the month 
severe weather conditions prevailed with sub-sere teaperatures on several days 
end extremely heavy winds and such snowfall. ‘The already crusted amow which 
was on the cround before the first of the semth, together with the additional 
heavy snow during January, made conditions very unfaverable from the standpoint 
of the wildlife. “ the morning of “anwary 16 the tomperat are dropped to 26° 
below sero at Haumoth, the follewing morning it was 23° below and the next 

36° below, on which same date it «ns 565° below at the Suffale Hench 
end below at Yost Yollowstens. On the fourth worning, January 19, the 
 wimiewn teperature was 11° below, but froa then on the weather started moder- 
eating, although there ware extremely heavy winds of bliseard proportions for 
eereral cays. The maximum temperature for January was 36° on the second and 
the mininus ~38" on the eighteenth, with « tetal precipitation of 3.i0 inches. 
There worse 15 clear days, 7 partly cloudy and 11 cloudy days during the sonth. 
The road from Gardiner to Namgoth and fron Vanmoth to covke was kert open 
throughout the month, as were the roads eroumi headquarters. Considersble 
éiffieulty was ancountered on several occasions due to the heavy snow. 


Unusually heavy snow depths prevailed throughout the park and at moet 
polute there were same two to three times as such snow as in normal years. A 
at some of the main points in the oni as of danuery 51, covering 
en lleyear period, fellows: 


1935 1953 1959 1956 1957 1958 1959 I9'e 1943 gue 1945 

Suftale Ranch 6@ 4 Li @ wwe Bb Ww HH 5 
Bechler River. & ip if # G& Se Ff WW wW ip - 
Cooke 329 6 o 6&6 8B BAe OT 
Gast Sntrones 39 2 8 gw ayo 2 -~ i -- 
Gallatin Cy ey a: ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Leake pr a ee ee a ee ee) 
Lewis River Dist. 6 35 7 WO 80 € 8 6 Gy Fie -- 
Old Yaithful 6 3 © BW 1 B 3 17 Boe BH 
inake River 5. 3 37 0B} UG iy 29-7 =< 
Fewer Falls 2 § 2 2% 8 25 1 15 - 1 3% 
West Yellowstone 38 2% 3 HH 5 2 HH UU UD CH 
Crevies 28 2 5h 
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Special Activities. Superintendent Kogere remained in Lenver fron 

Deceier IT te Uanuary 1, on annual leave and transacting Yellowstone and 
National Park Service business, returning to the park on the sixteenth at 
the start of the coldest spell of the entire winter. He remained in the park 
during the rest of the month. Uuring his absence for the first half of the 
month Assistant Superintendent inmert was acting. Acting Superintendent Somert 
made two trips to the elk hunting territery outside the park on reamses | 10 and 
13, the first im campany with Nesars. Barrows, 0. J. wurie, and J. 2. Haynes 
and the second with Wesers. Sarrows, Victor #. Cahalane and ©. J. Murle. He 
also made a trip to Livingston on January 16 to moet Superintendent Rogers. 
On January 26 he and Chief Clerk Smith left for Sevile Tower National Monunent 
to look over and become acquainted with operations there. They returned on 
the twenty-ninth. 


Despite the gas rationing it was surprising to see the large numbers of 
hunters whe were able to reach the elk hunting territory, coming from all parts 
of the State. The unueually severe weather conditions and crusted and heavy 
snows forced the animals inte the lower country outside the park, affording 
perhaps the easiest hunting ever enjoyed in this region. Beeause of the large 
kill and the fact that a reduction of more than 7,000 elk was being made in 
the northern herd tho liontams State Fish end Game Commission clesed the hunt- 
ing season on January 1j,, after having given five days' notice, and the slaughter 
operations within the park boundaries were discontinued on the same date. After 
the hunting season ¢loeed ranchers outside the park's boundary, particularly 
Roy Armstrong, eanplained of severe damage being done to their haystacks by park 
elk. The total reduction program, both inside and outside the park, accounted 
for 72230 animals. 


Within the firet three days of the new year the park lost two of its perma- 
nent amployees through death. On January 1 "ark cngineer Ceoil A. Lerd died at 
11:15 aem in the Park Hotel in Livingston fren a heart attack and two deys 
later Auto Hechanic James ¥. Tipolt died at the Park Hospital in Livingston at 
5140 pem., following on operation for rupture which was the result of an injury 
he sueteined on December 26. Yuneral services for both men were held at the 
"ransen “ortuary in Livingston on Jenuary 7. ‘the remains of ‘ir. Lord were cre~ 
mated while those of Yr. Tipelt were placed to rest in the “ountain View Ceme- 
tery in Livingston. Messrs. Seate fT. Yhite, 3. Aw Allan, J. “. dmaert, . Ke 
Kobinaon and Jee Joffe of the National Park Servicew and Dr. GC. %, Marshall of 
Livingston were pall bearera at the Lord funeral, while Mesars. Henry Ceterson 
Slaer Ames, Lester Abbie, Howard Kocher, Cherles Gassert and Almon bewing, all 
fellow employees in the Goverment garage at Mammoth, wore pall bearers at the 
Tipelt funeral. 


Following instructions from the Direstor's Office, the Saturday half~heli- 
days were discontinued on Januery 2 and hereafter, until further notice, lational 
Park Service employees in the Yellowstone will work on a S-hour week, those on 
permanent rolls being paid for overtime over 40 hours in accordance with Joint 
Resolution 175 of the 77th Congress and ixeoutive Order Boe 9269. 
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ee youn Qe Je Murie, Biologist, Fish and “ildlife Service, Jackson, 
Viyoming, anuary |, to make elie anulyses in connection with the elk reduetion 
program, departing January 14; Captain &. $. Luee, Superintendent, Custer Jat- 
tlefield National Cemetery, in January 7, out January 9; 4%. C. jivans, Proeure- 
ment Officer, War Eelocntion Authority, Cody, in January & to discuss dismant- 
ling of C.C.C. Camp; Vietor H. Cahalane, in Charge, Section on Kationsl Park 
Wildlife, Fish and Wildlife Service, Chieago, in January le in comnection with 
elk reduction program, out twenty-second. 


Plans, Maps end Surveys. Following the death of Park ingineer Ceeil A. 
Lord on January 1, Seasekate Park ingineer @ohlbrandt waa made Acting Park 


Engineer and throughout the month the Sngincsering Section was engaged almost 
entirely in office work. Considerable tine was spent in becoming acquainted 
with the records and correspondence of the “ark Ungineer's office. A number 
of final reports was completed and forwarded to the Segionnal Office. 


pce The 1942 Annual Report was mineographed and prepared for dis- 
tribution ing the month. Copies will be mailed out early in February. 4&4 
presa release with regard to the elk reduction program figures was sent to 
local papers and the Asscolated Press and United Press in Jelena on January 19. 


Road Maintenance. This was a sonth of extrenely heavy snow and wind. It 
was necessary to use two snowplows much of the time to keep the rosds passable, 
and then the road from Mammoth to Cooke was closed for several days. 


The maintenanes force was increased to four men. Additional snow fence 
was placed and in many places the fence in place was raised three or four feat. 
it was necessary te shovel snow from walks and driveways to enable trucke with 
coal to get to coal houses. ome ditches and culverts froze shut and water 
flooded the read, making edditional work. 


Snow was removed from the roofs of the ©.*.&. vbulldings on two different 
occasions. In places on the roofs the snow had drifted to almost four feet 
deep. These buildings had not been braced against heavy snow loads. 


Rew Construction. Finishing and painting the fire damaged quartere So. 9, 
at Yammoth, continued to be done as meterials were obtainable. Under normal 
conditions, it would require but a few deya more to complete the job. 


Park Operators. The general store at iammeoth remained open throughout the 
month to accommodate Wanmoth residents. Wo other operations were underway in 
the park. 


Visitors. Dr. Jd. 5. Me¥ariand, Yontane State Game “arden, in January 5 to 
diseuss elk situation. 


a Governmental Agencies. ‘io contract work was underway during 
the month. 
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Increase or Decrease in Travel. “wo hundred and fifteen persons visited 
the park during the month of January as against 1,777 for the same month in 
1942-~-a decrease of 1,562 persons or -87.9%. for the travel year first entry 
cars showed a loss of 1,961 or -935.4% and re-entry care showed a loss of 5/6 
or -65%. There was « loss of 2,507 cars or -55.7/ and a lose of $,776 persons 
entering via actor vehicle which is -60.&%. 


Ranger Service. As was the onse in Secember the elk reduction program con- 
stituted the greater part of the rangers’ work for the first half of the month; 
however, much hunting activity too» place slong the north line in the Gardiner 
region and it was necessary to maintain regular petrole in that area. In gen- 
eral the ranger work for the month was very diversified. ‘Some unusual situations 
arose in which rangere partiolpated in varied activities--not uauelly classed as 
ranger work. On January 22 a severe snowstorm marooned the rotary plow at the 
Lamar Ranger Station and District Ranger Nugh Jbert, secompanied by Park Manger 
Roy Hansen, skied from Mamuoth and brought it in. On danwary c2 the water in- 
take on the Gardiner River became plugged with debris and lee. istrict Asnger 
Coleman and Park Hanger fey, with a «mn from the plumbing department, skied by 
night to the intake and removed the obstruction. 


A four day training sehool was conducted by Uistrivt Manger John Bauman 
for the seven new rangers who have recently come on the force with various mem- 
bers of the park personnel acting as. instructors. 


‘The services of Henger ‘9endell “ilson were terminated on January 31, leav~ 
ing a total of 26 rangers on the force at the ond of January. 


Police Protection. Ho law enforcement cases were held during the month 
of January. 


Wildlife. fHuntin aero Park County, Montana. ‘The elk hunting seesen 
in Pa on ry ly a dontena Fish and Game Com- 
mission gave the caakees five days’ notice by announcing the closing date on 
January 3. esults of the hunting season were as follows: 


* 2 e * a 


Recerded at Wanigan Checking Stetion ... . - 6,5liy 

*Setimated local kill * * * * e * ° * e * ® * * * + a * * 150 

*Satimated wounded and lost or epolled . . - « sw we + @ = 
° * Ld s * = * a} 


foteal .. 
* These estimutes were made by iicntana deputy game wardens after extensive 
and careful investigation, and are probably quite accurate. 


The wardene also reported that 7 moose, < bighern, 5 buffalo, and approxi-~ 
mately 30 deer worw illegally killed during the elk season. 


A report prepared by the Teton National Forest shows that e total of 5,500 
elk were taken by hunters in that ares during the 1942 hunting season. 
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Rlke Reduction Cperations in the Perk. Slaughter of surplus elk in the 
park at cower 8 an stepped at the cloas of January ly, All car- 


casses hed been shipped and operations completely terminated by January 16. 
Results were as indicated below: 


Slaughtered at Lamar. - «+ 6 es sae rey 
Slaughtered at Tower Palla... 2. 1 «6s > 285 
Slaughtered at other areas . . . 6 ss « > 

Total ...+06.«.+ “OR 


A total of 326 carcasses were turned over to the Yontena Fish and Jame 
Department erows for dressing, handling, and disposal. Such parts as were not 
suitable for human consumption were saved for fish food in State hateheries. 


Shipments of 363 elk carcasses to Indien agencies were as follows: 


Agenoy Date Kum ber Shipped Leaded 
Shipped Shipped By li 
Fort Belknap as \y2 15 ixprese Gardiner 
Fort Hall vagy 16 Freight Gardiner 
Rocky Boy's 12 10 Express Jardiner 
Tongue River 12/30/42 8 Freight Gardiner 
Tongue Fiver w/ds/ig 1 xpress Gardiner 
Chemawa Indian Sehool 12/50/42 3 ixpreae Gardiner 
Cheyenns River 1/3 6a Freight Gardiner 
Standing Rock 1 iy 6 ixprese Gardiner 
Pierre Indian “chool 12/31/,2 2 Freight Gardiner. 
Wind i ver 2/' Jaz 50 Freight Livingston 
Blackfeet 9/443 7 Preight Gardiner 
Crow 12/21,/u2 30 fruck fowr Falla 
Crow 12/43 30 Truck Tower Falls 
Crow L/i/ys 25 Truck flower alls 
Crow 1/16/43 25% Truck tower Palle 
Total ~ - 3635 


*Does not include carcasses of two deer and one elk not charged since 
they were wounded by hunters and had entered the park. 


Sffeots of “inter Conditions on Game. Continued severe storms and unusually 
low temperatures experienced in vanusry generally had an adverue effect on game 
animals. Yorage on large areas of the winter range was not avellable because 
of a layer of ice on the ground and deep snew. After the hunting season closed. 
large bands of elk continued to move out of the park where they caused consider- 
able demage to ranchers' haystacks and fences. Antelope and deer also moved 
further down the Yellowstone valley. ‘Several deer and « few elk died of star~ 
vation--especially around Mammoth and present adverse conditions indicate the 
probability of heavy losses befors spring. 
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Waterfowl Census. The annual waterfowl consue directed by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service me scheduled for Jammry 21, 22, 23. It was not possible te 
visit all areas of the park ae in past years, but the best count possible under 
the clreumstances was made. The waterfowl of other areas was estimated with 
the following resulta: 


Mallard .....- 817 


Green-winged Teal . «1 6 © 2 oe ew ee ew ew él 
Lesser Somaup « 6 + 2 6 6 ee we ee ee ew iyo 
Goldeneye see en ee ww wo ws ow wo st wo o L257 
Suffalchead ec *¢ © &# + + &© + & © & © # #& & @ be) 
Camada Gooee « es es ee we se we we we wee svnene uje 
Trumpeter Swan . 2 6 6 6 es wee ee ee Ji 
Zotml « 6 wo ce we By 


Buffalc. The feeding of the Lamar buffalo herd was started on January 2. 
The largest numbers counted there were 5], but the daily average number fed was 
308. Approximately 17 buffale are scattered in areas below Gerdiner, ‘ontana, 
outeide the park bounduries. ther small groups are located between Lamar and 
the north boundary at Gardiner. 


aonehes Practically «11 off the pronghorn which remain in the perk fre- 
quent the « lower portion of the range in the vicinity ef the Gam Hanch. 
Host of the herd is seattered from there to « point abeut 17 miles belew Gardi- 
ner. It is planned to conduct a count of pramghorn, deer, and bighorn in 
Pabruary if conditions are favorable for a successful count. 


Miscellaneous. the regular monthly mesting of the Federal Suployees Union 
was held in the Canteen on January |}. Yew officers were elected for the ensu- 
ing year, consisting of %. Leon vans, President, Alsmon bewing, Vice-Preaident, 
Dwight Richards, Jecretary-Treasurer, J. Stanley “illmore, Guardian. 


Bdmund 3. Rogers, 
Superintendent. 
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